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Course Plan for Doctoral students who only need 999s 

On occasion a doctoral student may not need to take any academic courses to complete their degree 
requirements. In that case, the student would only need research credits (999s). Research credits are 
accounted for in the degree audit. In the past there had been no way for a doctoral student in this situation to 
have a complete course plan in GradPlan. Now, it is possible. 

Initial steps to create a “No Academic Course” Course Plan 

• Student’s department identifies a doctoral student who does not need to take any academic courses to 
complete their degree requirements. The student only needs to complete the requisite number of 999s. 

• Student’s department emails gradsis@grd.msu.edu and provides the following information: Student 
name and/or emplid, and notification that the student only needs to complete 999s for their degree 
requirements—no academic courses are needed. 

• The Grad SIS Team will add the student to a student group (for doctoral students who do not need to 
take any academic courses and only need to complete 999s for their degree). 

• The Grad SIS Team will notify the department that the student may now create their “No Academic 
Course” Course Plan. 

Student steps to create a “No Academic Course” Course Plan 

• Log-in to https://student.msu.edu 
• Click on the GradPlan tile 

 

• Click on Course Plan (Note: Committee must be created/approved before other requests may be 
submitted.) 

 

mailto:gradsis@grd.msu.edu
https://student.msu.edu/
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• Click on Manage Course Plan; you will see the following message. Click OK. 

 

• In the Course Notes box, provide an explanation as to why you do not need to take any academic 
courses and why you only need to complete research credits (999s) for your degree requirements. 

 

• Once you have entered the explanation in the Course Notes box, Click the Submit Course Plan for 
Approval button. 

 

• The Course Plan request will move through regular GradPlan Workflow (Form checker, all committee 
members, program approver, and college). 

What approvers will see when reviewing a “No Academic Course” Course Plan 
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• Reviewers can choose to Approve or Deny the Request. 
• Once fully approved, the Course Notes will be viewable on the Course Plan tab on the GradPlan Data 

Administration page. 

  

• The Course Plan part of GradPlan is now satisfied. 

What to do if the student’s circumstance changes and they need to complete some 
academic courses for their degree requirements 

• Department sends an email to gradsis@grd.msu.edu indicating that the student who previously had a 
“No Academic Course” course plan now needs to take some academic courses. The email should also 
include the student’s name and/or emplid. 

• The Grad SIS Team will inactivate the Student Group which identified the student as only needing to 
take research credits. 

• The student will need to modify their current course plan. 
o Log in to https://student.msu.edu. 
o Click on the GradPlan tile 
o Click on Course Plan 
o Click on Manage Course Plan 
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o Click on Add Course 

 
o Add the necessary courses 

 
o Add Categories and Planned Terms (if future courses). When complete, Click Submit Course Plan 

for Approval. 

 
o Once approved, the new course plan will replace the old course plan on the Course Plan Tab in 

GradPlan. 
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